
Safety Moment of the Week

www.socma.org/summer-of-safety
Society of Chemical Manufacturers & Affiliates (SOCMA)

1400 Crystal Drive, Suite 630, Arlington, VA 22202

Pressure vessels are critical in the specialty chemical
manufacturing industry, but they pose significant risk
due to the high-pressure conditions in which they
operate. These large containers store liquids or gases
at pressures significantly higher than the surrounding
environment, and if not properly monitored, they can
lead to severe, even fatal, accidents. To mitigate these
risks, strict adherence to safety protocols is essential.
Below are key safety guidelines for operating and
handling pressure vessels.

Safety in Pressure Vessels

Know the Equipment 
Fully Understand the specific pressure vessel you’re
working with. Familiarize yourself with its design
specifications, capacity, and intended use. Always
review the manufacturer’s documentation and
adhere to relevant safety guidelines.

Qualified Personnel 
Ensure that only trained and qualified personnel
operate or handle pressure vessels. Proper training in
the safe operation and maintenance of this
equipment is crucial.

Regular Inspections 
Conduct regular inspections to identify potential
issues such as corrosion, leaks, or structural damage.
Inspections should be carried out by qualified
personnel according to a predefined schedule.

Pressure Relief Devices 
Equip pressure vessels with properly functioning
pressure relief devices, including relief valves, rupture
disks, or safety valves. These devices are critical for
protecting against overpressure situations.

Pressure Testing 
Before initial use and following significant
maintenance or repairs, perform pressure tests to
verify the vessel’s integrity. Adhere to industry
standards for pressure testing to ensure safety.

Operating Parameters 
Operate the pressure vessel strictly within its
designed parameters, including temperature and
pressure limits. Never exceed these limits to avoid
over-pressurizing or overheating the vessel.

Emergency Procedures 
Develop and clearly communicate emergency
procedures for handling pressure vessel incidents,
such as leaks, fires, or overpressure events. Ensure all
personnel are familiar with these procedures.

Proper Ventilation 
Maintain proper ventilation in areas where pressure
vessels are stored to prevent the accumulation of
hazardous gases or fumes. This is especially
important for vessels containing toxic or flammable
substances.

Corrosion Control 
Implement a corrosion control program, which may
include coatings, cathodic protection, or regular
inspections, to prevent or mitigate corrosion within
the vessel.

Documentation 
Keep accurate records of all inspections,
maintenance, and repairs. This documentation is
crucial for tracking the pressure vessel’s history and
ensuring compliance with safety standards.

Emergency Contact Information 
Post emergency contact information, including
numbers for emergency services and technical
support, near the pressure vessel for quick access in
case of an incident.

Isolation and Lockout/Tagout 
When performing maintenance or repairs, implement
isolation and lockout/tagout procedures to prevent
accidental start-up and ensure safety.


