FIRE SAFETY 101:

Proactive Prevention and Preparedness

for Fire Safety

PURPOSE

The purpose of this guide is to educate and raise awareness
about fire safety, ensure preparedness and empower
individuals to prevent and respond to fires effectively.

IMPORTANCE OF
FIRE SAFETY

¢ Protect Lives: Ensuring the safety of employees and
visitors is paramount. Implementing robust fire safety
measures can prevent injuries and fatalities.

o Prevent Property Damage: Fires can cause extensive
damage to equipment, inventory, and infrastructure,
leading to significant financial losses and operational
downtime.

¢ Compliance: Adhering to fire safety regulations and
insurance requirements is essential to avoid legal
penalties and ensure coverage in case of an incident.

COMMON FIRE HAZARDS
IN INDUSTRY

o Electrical Faults: Overloaded circuits, faulty wiring, and
improper use of electrical equipment can lead to sparks
and fires. Regularly inspect and maintain electrical
systems.

« Flammable Materials: Chemicals, solvents, and other
combustible materials should be stored in appropriate
containers and locations to minimize fire risk.

e Machinery and Equipment: Overheating, friction, and
mechanical failures can ignite fires. Ensure regular
maintenance and proper operation of all machinery.

¢ Human Error: Improper handling of materials,
negligence, and lack of training can contribute to fire
incidents. Promote a culture of safety and awareness.

For any further
questions contact us:
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Emylyn Noma Reyes Sarah F. Williams
Director, Environmental, Health & Director, Technical & Safety
Safety Swilliams@socma.org
Enoma@socma.org Phone: 571.348.5108
Phone: 571.348.5119

Society of Chemical Manufacturers & Affiliates (SOCMA)

1400 Crystal Drive, Suite 630, Arlington, VA 22202

COMMON FIRE HAZARDS
IN INDUSTRY

Regular Inspections: Conduct routine checks of
electrical systems, machinery, and storage areas. Look for
signs of wear, damage, or potential hazards.

Proper Storage: Store flammable materials in
designated, well-ventilated areas away from ignition
sources. Use appropriate containers and labeling.
Maintenance: Keep machinery and equipment in good
working order. Follow manufacturer guidelines for
maintenance and repairs.

Training: Educate employees on fire safety protocols,
including the proper use of fire extinguishers, emergency
procedures, and the importance of reporting hazards.

EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS

Fire Drills: Conduct regular fire drills to ensure everyone
knows evacuation routes and procedures. Evaluate and
improve the drill process based on feedback.

Fire Extinguishers: Ensure fire extinguishers are
accessible, regularly inspected, and employees are
trained to use them. Know the different types of
extinguishers and their appropriate uses.

Emergency Exits: Keep exits clear, well-marked, and
illuminated. Ensure that all employees are aware of the
nearest exits and alternative routes.

Alarm Systems: Install and maintain fire alarm systems.
Regularly test alarms and ensure they are audible and
visible throughout the facility.

N CASE OF FIRE

Stay Calm: Do not panic; follow the emergency plan. Clear
communication and a calm demeanor can help prevent
chaos.

Evacuate: Use the nearest safe exit; do not use elevators.
Follow the designated evacuation routes and assist others if
it is safe to do so.

Alert Authorities: Call the fire department immediately.
Provide clear information about the location and nature of
the fire.

Assist Others: Help those who need assistance, such as
individuals with disabilities or injuries. Ensure everyone is
accounted for at the assembly point.

Follow Your Emergency Response Plan: Adhere to the
specific procedures outlined in your company's emergency
response plan. This includes roles and responsibilities,
communication protocols, and post-evacuation actions.




